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 Description of Issue 
Radicalisation is defined as the process by which people begin to support terrorism and/or 

extremism. In some cases, this leads to participation in terrorist acts. Radicals can also be defined 

as people who no longer believe the system, whether political, religious or other, can change 

itself and believe now, that the people have to create the change. The danger of radicalism is its 

potential to become violent. Violent radicals are those who have adopted aggressive extremist 

thought and further believe that the only way to create change is through violence. However 

regardless of whether or not a radical is peaceful or aggressive, they share the same belief and 

goal: a new system needs to be created and they need to convince others to take action. People 

can choose however whether or not they agree with the radical’s message for the most part, 

however in early stages of life, people are more easily influenced. Youth (individuals between 

the ages of 15 and 24, according to the United Nations Secretariat) are influenced by radicalism 

perhaps due to their own personal vulnerability, because they seek belonging, the manipulation 

of others or that they had begun to feel alienated from society or their community.  

Youth are also more susceptible to the manipulation of extremist and radicalised terror 

groups. Neurologically youth are quite unique due to the uneven fashion that their brains develop 

during this time. More specifically, during adolescence the prefrontal cortex that guides our 

reasoning and self-control develops slower than the amygdala (the center for human emotions). 

This causes youth to be more amygdala-driven and have rather intense emotional turbulences. 

This creates a psychological instability that causes youth to desire absolute cognitive certainty, 

something violent radical groups like the Islamic State (IS) appear to offer. This allows for terror 

groups like IS to easily manipulate youth by playing on that desire. It is precisely the youth’s 



process of biological, cognitive, social, and emotional transition that renders them to be more 

susceptible to psychological manipulation of skilled extremist ideologues. 

 

Definition of Key Terms 
Extremism 

The definition for an extremist is described as someone who holds extreme political or religious 

views. It is more commonly known in a political and religious stance. It is seen as an ideology 

that delves far outside social normalities and is too extreme in its sense to fit into mainstream 

attitudes.  

 

Counter-Radicalisation 

This usually refers to an activity aimed at a group of people to dissuade them from joining 

radical groups or engaging in terrorist activities. 

 

De-Radicalisation 

This typically refers to an activity aimed at a radical who supports terrorism and may have been 

involved with terrorist related activity, which is intended to affect cognitive and/or behavioural 

changes which will hopefully lead to a new outlook on terrorism and cause their disengagement 

from it. 

 

Disengagement 

In the context of radicalised citizens, disengagement is the process by which an individual ceases 

to be involved in terrorism and distances themselves from radical ideologies. 

 

Safeguarding 

The process of protecting vulnerable people, whether from crime, other forms of abuse or (in the 

context of the radicalisation of youth) from being drawn into terrorism-related activity. 

 

 



Single Narrative 

The term ‘single narrative’ is typically used to refer to the extreme interpretation of religion, 

history and politics by radical groups like Al Qaeda. The narrative connects ‘grievances’ at a 

local and/or global level, and reinforces the portrayal of Muslims as victims of Western injustice 

and thereby legitimises terrorism. It combines fact, fiction, emotion and religion and manipulates 

discontent about local and international issues. The single narrative is also sometimes known as 

the Al Qaeda Narrative, the Grand Narrative or the Global Extremist Narrative. 

 

Insurgent 

An Insurgent is an individual who fights against the government or any other occupying force in 

an attempt to overthrow it 

 

Timeline of Key Events 

Event Description 

September 11, 2001 

United States of America 

Four american passenger planes were hijacked by a terrorist 

group. Two of the planes crashed into the World Trade Center, 

another crashed into the Pentagon, the fourth one crashed in a 

field. Al Qaeda took responsibility for the deaths of nearly 

3,000 citizens. 

2005 

The EU Counter-Terrorism 

Strategy 

This strategy was built to help prevent radicalisation towards 

terrorism. The EU Strategy for Combating Radicalisation and 

Recruitment lays the foundations for enhanced involvement of 

civil society by tackling and countering radicalisation.  

March 19, 2007 

Afghanistan 

A suicide bomber attacked the US Embassy convoy in 

Afghanistan. Two officials and one child were wounded. The 

Taliban took responsibility for the attack. 



September 4, 2007 

Denmark & Germany 

In counterterror raids, Copenhagen police arrested eight 

individuals who were linked to Al Qaeda and suspected of 

plotting terror attacks. In Germany, authorities foiled terrorist 

plot and arrested three individuals linked to the Islamist Jihad 

Union. 

November 26, 2008 

India 

Terrorists attack several sites in Mumbai, India. The sieges 

ended three days later with over 170 dead and more than 300 

wounded. Responsibility for the attack was placed on Lashkar 

e-Tayyiba. 

August 23, 2009 

Pakistan 

Baitullah Mehsud, the leader of Tehrik-e Taliban, was killed. 

Mehsud was responsible for many high-profile attacks 

including the assassination of Benazir Bhutto in 2007. 

February 1, 2011 

United States of America 

Colleen LaRose, also known infamously as “Jihad Jane”, 

pleads guilty to four terrorism-related charges. 

February 10, 2011 

Pakistan 

Teenage suicide bomber kills 27 soldiers in an attack on the 

military training center in Mardan. A local member of 

Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) claimed responsibility. 

May 2, 2011 

Pakistan 

Osama Bin Laden, the leader of al-Qaeda and the one 

responsible for the September 11 terror attacks in the United 

States, is killed by US forces in Abbottabad, Pakistan. 

April 15, 2013 

United States 

An explosion at the Boston Marathon killed three individuals 

and wounded 264. Djokhar Tsarnaev was arrested and his 

accomplice, Tamerlan Tsarnaev was killed during manhunt. 

November 13, 2015 

France 

A series of attacks in and around Paris, most prominently at 

the Bataclan theatre, killed 129 and injured more than 400 



individuals. Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant claimed 

responsibility for the attacks. 

 

Positions of Key Member Nations and Other Bodies on the Issue 
Canada 

Canada has taken a massive step in countering radicalisation by opening a national office for 

counter-radicalisation and starting awareness programs in schools to prevent radicalisation of 

youth from social media influences. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced that the budget for 

the national counter-radicalisation office to be $35 million in five years. Canadian parliament has 

identified radicalisation to violence as a key concern and that mentality has spread to a majority 

of its provinces. 

 

United Kingdom 

Since 2012, 800 British citizens have gone to support or fight with the Islamic State in Syria. 

However that is only a conservative estimate as another 600 individuals were caught in the 

attempt. The United Kingdom does have a key counter-radicalisation policy to prevent such 

cases, however it has been deemed by many as counterintuitive. Unfortunately the prevention 

program has been labelled as “islamophobic” by the muslim community and many young 

muslim britons have been falsely accused by the prevention program.  

 

Australia 

Australia has decided to change the way they prevent radicalisation of youth. They have realised 

that a harsher punishment does not dissuade disenfranchised youth from joining radical groups, 

as it only targets the symptoms of their radicalisation, not the cause. Australia has since decided 

to follow the path set by Canada and the United States, who have similar programs to one 

another. Tackling the core issues that cause youth to become disenfranchised is the new focus for 

Australian government. Addressing the issue of alienated individuals from family, education and 

community environments is the key to Australia’s prevention focus. 

 



The Islamic State (IS) 

Also commonly known as ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq and Syria) or ISIL (Islamic State and the 

Levant). This radical terrorist group has been recruiting youth to fight alongside them. In some 

cases, IS has set up camps in Syria and Kazakhstan to train youth as young as two years old to 

fight as militants for the terror group. In other cases, the terrorist organization has taken to the 

internet to recruit youth from other countries. This is a demonstration of one of the most 

common manipulations and influences that youth experience that cause them to become 

radicalized. Terrorist groups recruit youth through the internet by spreading their messages on 

social media. Many claim that this method is more prominent in its ability to accelerate 

radicalisation rather than instigate it, however none deny its importance to the radicalisation of 

youth. 

 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

UNESCO is focused on finding new solutions for counter-radicalisation programs on the 

national and international level. They have held two conferences so far on this topic with experts, 

researchers and civil society representatives, one at their headquarters in Paris and another in 

Québec City. UNESCO has also identified the important role the internet plays in the 

radicalisation of youth and has made it their primary focus for said conferences.  

 

Suggested Solutions 
A possible solution is to implement programs at school to prevent the radicalisation of 

youth at its core. Some of the biggest factors that lead youth to join radicalised groups or adopt 

extremists ideals and act upon them are a lack of belonging. Youth, when they feel alienated 

from their community, seek belonging elsewhere. This allows for radical groups to manipulate 

youth by emphasizing their loneliness or their rejection and appeal to them by offering what they 

lack.  

Whether or not the programs are about raising awareness of the negative aspects of 

radicalisation, they will still work in that effect. Having youth join these programs will help them 

feel more involved in their community and lessen their need to find belonging elsewhere. If extra 



recreational programs were included in the school system to help with the involvement of youth 

or if being involved in school became more heavily emphasized, more young students would feel 

less alienated and this would decrease the probability of their radicalisation. Finding ways to let 

youth know they are wanted and that they belong is one of the most important factors to 

prevention.  
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